[Self-collected vaginal swabs to diagnosis bacterial vaginosis during pregnancy: A pilot study].
To study the feasibility of a screening for bacterial vaginosis by a self-collected vaginal swab during pregnancy. To measure bacterial vaginosis prevalence in a non-representative sample of women. A self-collected swab was suggested to 398 women who consulted between 15 and 33 weeks of gestation in three different centres. Gram stain evaluation using Nugent criteria was used for the diagnosis of bacterial vaginosis. Three hundred and forty-one women agreed to take part in the study (86%). The quality of the swabs was satisfactory in 93% of the cases. Concerning the 15 non-interpretable slides, the cellular and bacterial density was too poor, owing to a poor quality or a low vaginal flora. Thirty-one women (9%) had a bacterial vaginosis--Nugent score included between 7 and 10--and this frequency did not vary according to the centre. Thirty-five women (10%) had an intermediate flora--score between 4 and 6--and this result varied from 2 to 12% depending on the centre, but the difference was not significant. Self-collected swabs to detect bacterial vaginosis are well accepted by most of pregnant women, and the quality of the swabs seems to be satisfactory. In case vaginal flora is intermediate--between 4 and 6--the interpretation of the slides could be difficult.